
Dear Parent or Guardian, 

As part of our ongoing commitment to providing our Pre-AP students with a challenging and rewarding curriculum, the 
HISD Curriculum and Instruction Department, in collaboration with your child’s upcoming RLA teacher, has created a 
summer reading program for our incoming 8th Grade Pre-AP students.  We believe summer reading will both enrich 
students and create a strong foundation for the reading and writing we will be doing during the 2022-23 school year. 

Over the summer, the following books are suggested as possible choices that could be used for an optional extra credit 
assignment. In order to receive extra credit, students will need to complete a series of journal entries.  This assignment is 
will be due on Friday, August 12, 2022.  Please see the attached document for the detailed assignment and grading rubric 
that will be used to assess your child’s product. 

Students who need assistance in obtaining a copy of these books can visit the Huntsville Public Library.  These titles can 
also be found on Amazon, through e-reader downloads, and possibly even at Half Price Books.   

Huntsville ISD envisions our Summer Reading Program to be a catalyst for exposing students to high quality authors and 
texts, inspiring critical thinking, and maintaining the standard of an advanced curriculum.  Please encourage your child to 
complete this reading assignment in order to be prepared for success for the 2022-23 school year.  Thank you for your 
cooperation and continuing interest in your student’s education. 

Enjoy the summer! 

Sincerely, 

HISD Reading Language Arts 
Curriculum & Instruction Department 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HISD Vision: All students thrive as lifelong learners and global citizens prepared for the futures they create. 

• A Night Divided by Jennifer A. Nielsen
• Ghost by Jason Reynolds
• Unwind by Neal Shusterman
• Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper



8th Grade Pre-AP Summer Reading Assignment 
Due Friday, August 12, 2022 

The 8th grade Pre-AP summer reading assignment utilizes foundational reasoning comprehension skills to read and 
analyze a fiction or nonfiction text of personal interest to you. We have chosen this focus to reinforce skills you will use 
throughout the school year.

Project Assignment 
PART 1: Pre-reading Strategies

In a series of short responses (paragraphs), address the following topics prior to reading your self-selected text:

1. Why did you choose to read this particular text, and what is your purpose for reading it? Consider the topic, genre, and 
other characteristics of the text that may have interested you. 

2. Prior to reading, identify information about the author, including any pertinent details about their background and 
intended audience.

3. After looking over the book cover (if available), reading through or scanning a few pages (or paragraphs), and adjusting 
your fluency according to the genre, purpose, etc., record some questions you have about the book. Questions may be 
related to the content, the author, details you have already read, etc.

4. Record a few predictions about what might happen in the text.

PART 2: Active Reading Strategies

In a combination of annotations, notes, and short responses, address the following topics while reading your self-selected 
text:

5. Read a few more pages (or paragraphs) of your text and annotate or take notes to identify important details in the text. 
This may be executed through notes on the text itself and/or a separate notes page.

6. In a short paragraph, summarize the text. Differentiate between less significant and more significant details, and make 
sure that you paraphrase the controlling idea/thesis/claim/theme and key ideas rather than directly quote the text. Be sure 
to include the following details in your summary:

Identify the author’s name, text title, and his/her controlling idea/thesis/claim/theme.

Summarize and paraphrase the key ideas of the text. 

7. Finally, think about connections you can make to the text such as personal connections that are of interest to you, 
connections to something similar that you have experienced or seen in society (ideas, topics, themes, etc.), and/or 
connections to ideas and details in other texts. Describe these connections. (It may prove helpful to first generate questions 
about these connections in order to focus your response.)

Evaluation criteria is based upon demonstration of pre-reading and active reading comprehension skills such as making 
predictions, notetaking, inferencing with textual evidence, etc. and thoroughness of information provided.  



Secondary Reading Comprehension & Response Rubric 
Review the characteristics of each section of assessment criteria. Each bullet point is described in a 4-point level of achievement. It may be common for students to have different levels of achievement within one 
section of the rubric as well as across sections. After the criteria is applied to the product being assessed, determine an overall evaluation of “Accomplished”, “Satisfactory”, “Basic”, or “Limited”.   

ACCOMPLISHED SATISFACTORY BASIC LIMITED 

Ev
id

en
ce

 o
f R

ea
di

ng
 

Co
m

pr
eh

en
si

on
 S

tr
at

eg
ie

s 

• Strong evidence of the use of a
variety of reading comprehension
strategies such as making
predictions about the text, making
connections to the text, including
internal responses, questioning the
text, notetaking, and annotations

• Evidence of effective paraphrases,
summaries, and/or explanations of
the text

• Use of text evidence strongly
supports responses

• Some evidence of the use of a variety
of reading comprehension strategies
such as making predictions about the
text, making connections to the text,
including internal responses,
questioning the text, notetaking, and
annotations

• Evidence of some effective
paraphrases, summaries, and/or
explanations of the text 

• Use of text evidence adequately
supports responses

• Limited evidence of the use of reading
comprehension strategies such as
making predictions about the text,
making connections to the text,
including internal responses,
questioning the text, notetaking, and
annotations

• Limited evidence of paraphrases,
summaries, and/or explanations of the
text

• Use of text evidence somewhat
supports responses or may be uneven
or unclear

• Missing or a lack of evidence of the 
use of reading comprehension
strategies such as making predictions
about the text, making connections to
the text, including internal responses,
questioning the text, notetaking, and
annotations

• Missing or limited evidence of
paraphrases, summaries, and/or
explanations of the text

• Use of text evidence is missing or 
limited
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• Thoughtful and reflective
questions, predictions, and
connections that clearly relate to
the text with thorough and focused
explanations and commentary

• Thorough use of specific text
evidence that strongly connects to 
and supports conclusions and
explanations

• Thoughtful and reflective  questions,
predictions, and connections that
mostly relate to the text with focused
explanations and commentary

• Somewhat effective use of specific
text evidence that adequately
connects to and supports conclusions
and explanations

• Surface-level questions, predictions,
and connections that somewhat
relate to the text with somewhat
focused explanation and commentary

• Limited use of text evidence that
somewhat connects to and supports
conclusions and explanations

• Irrelevant questions, predictions, and
connections that often do not relate
to the text with unfocused or
disconnected explanation and
commentary

• Missing or limited use of text
evidence that does not support
conclusions and explanations

20 pts

20 pts



 SECONDARY READING SUMMARY RUBRIC 
Review the characteristics of each section of assessment criteria. Each bullet point is described in a 4-point level of achievement. It may be common for students to have different levels of achievement 
within one section of the rubric as well as across sections. After the criteria is applied to the product being assessed, determine an overall evaluation of “Accomplished”, “Satisfactory”, “Basic”, or “Limited”.  
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• Strong evidence of the use of a variety of
reading comprehension strategies such as
notetaking, annotations, paraphrasing
significant ideas, etc.

• Text evidence (if required) strongly 
supports key ideas of the summary

• Some evidence of the use of a variety of
reading comprehension strategies such as
notetaking, annotations, paraphrasing
significant ideas, etc.

• Text evidence (if required) mostly
supports key ideas of the summary

• Limited evidence of the use of reading
comprehension strategies such as
notetaking, annotations, paraphrasing
significant ideas, etc.

• Text evidence (if required) somewhat
supports key ideas of the summary

• Missing or a lack of evidence of the use of
reading comprehension strategies such as
notetaking, annotations, paraphrasing
significant ideas, etc.

• Text evidence (if required) is missing or 
does not relate to key ideas of the
summary 
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• Clear, thorough, and accurate
identification of key ideas throughout the
text that summarizes significant details
from the beginning, middle, and end of
the text

• Accurate and perceptive interpretation of
the author’s thesis, claim, or theme

• Thorough understanding of the reading
task is evident

• Generally correct identification of key
ideas throughout the text that
summarizes significant details from the
beginning, middle, and end of the text 

• Generally accurate interpretation of the
author’s thesis, claim, or theme; some
misunderstandings may be evident

• Good understanding of the reading task is
evident 

• Some correct identification of key ideas
throughout the text that summarizes
significant details from the beginning,
middle, and end of the text 

• Somewhat accurate interpretation of the
author’s thesis, claim, or theme; some
misunderstandings are evident 

• Some understanding of the reading task is
evident 

• Incorrect identification of key ideas
throughout the text that summarizes
significant details from the beginning,
middle, and end of the text 

• Inaccurate interpretation of the author’s
thesis, claim, or theme

• Inadequate understanding of the reading
task is evident 

 20 pts 

 20 pts 



 ACCOMPLISHED  SATISFACTORY  BASIC  LIMITED 

 20 pts  ●  Vivid  and  effec�ve  word choice
 suggests keen awareness of wri�ng
 purpose and genre characteris�cs and
 reliably contributes to quality/clarity

 ●  Purposeful, varied  , and
 well-controlled  sentences with
 consistent command of sentence
 boundaries enhance text

 ●  Appropriate  tone  for the wri�ng task
 ●  Consistent  command of spelling,

 capitaliza�on, punctua�on, grammar,
 and usage conven�ons

 ●  Minor  errors may be evident but do
 not detract from fluency or clarity

 ●  Mostly specific, concrete,  and
 generally effec�ve  word choice
 suggests awareness of wri�ng
 purpose and genre characteris�cs
 and usually contributes to
 quality/clarity

 ●  Varied  and  adequately controlled
 sentences with adequate command
 of sentence boundaries

 ●  Appropriate  tone for the wri�ng
 task

 ●  Adequate  command of spelling,
 capitaliza�on, punctua�on,
 grammar, and usage conven�ons

 ●  Minor  errors may be evident but
 create  few  (if any) disrup�ons in
 fluency or clarity

 ●  General  and  imprecise  word choice
 suggests only basic awareness of
 wri�ng purpose and genre
 characteris�cs and generally does
 not contribute to quality/clarity

 ●  Awkward  and  somewhat controlled
 sentences with par�al command of
 sentence boundaries

 ●  Somewhat  appropriate tone for task
 ●  Par�al  command of spelling,

 capitaliza�on, punctua�on,
 grammar, and usage conven�ons

 ●  Some  distrac�ng errors may be
 evident, crea�ng minor disrup�ons
 in fluency or clarity

 ●  Vague, limited  word choice suggests
 li�le or no awareness of wri�ng
 purpose and genre characteris�cs
 and may hinder quality/clarity

 ●  Simplis�c, awkward  , and
 uncontrolled  sentences with li�le or
 no command of sentence
 boundaries

 ●  Inappropriate  tone for the wri�ng
 task

 ●  Li�le  or  no command  of spelling,
 capitaliza�on, punctua�on,
 grammar, and usage conven�ons

 ●  Serious  and  persistent  errors create
 minor disrup�ons in fluency and
 some�mes distort meaning

 Total Point for Final Grade:  ______________________ 
 Teacher Comments  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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